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BUILDING REQUIREMENTS FOR CONSTRUCTION
IN TEXAS CITY

Liability Insurance (minimum $100,000) required with City of Texas City as
certificate holder or Contractor's bond in the amount of $5,000 as required by the
Standard Building Code (Sec. 106.1).

Wind speed for the City of Texas City is 120 mph, 3 second gust. Classified asan
Inland | zone.

All new construction, building additions, and remodeling will conform to the
International Building Code, International Residential Code, International
Mechanical code, International Plumbing Code, International Energy Conservation
Code and the National Electrical Code 2002 Edition.

Engineered drawings are required for new residential, commercial, accessory
buildings and building additions. Drawings will include structural, foundations,
plumbing, electrical, mechanical and energy requirements.

Elevation certificate on top of form elevationsrequired on all new
construction. Elevation certificates for buildings on piers should be on top of
lowest floor. Minimum elevation of 7.0 feet above MSL or 18" above curb O street;
whichever is greater.

Final inspections on building, electrical, plumbing and heating and air conditioning
are required as per code. Energy Certification must be on file prior to a Certificate
of Occupancy isissued. Certificates of Occupancy must beissued on all new
construction before buildings may be occupied.

It will be the contractors/owners responsibility to drain lots so that water will not
shed on adjacent lots.

Fireplaces shall be installed to meet manufacturers specifications.

Mud boards or silt screening will be installed on construction sites to prevent dirt
from washing into ditches and streets.

All new construction sites, commercial and residential, must have port-o-potties.

Must contact Galveston County Health Department if a permit isneeded for
the sale of food.

*** NOTE: CHECK WITH STATE BOARD OF INSURANCE CONCERNING

WINDSTORM REQUIREMENTS BEFORE JOB BEGINS



CITY OF TEXAS CITY
BUILDING INSPECTION DEPARTMENT
CONSTRUCTION GUIDELINES

All construction is to be in conformance with the 2003 Edition of the International Building Code,
City amendments and ordinances. The following is a general guideline of the procedures and
building codes, but it is nhot intended to be considered as inclusive of al requirements.

1. Building permits are to be approved prior to any work commencing. Two (2) copies of
applicable plans are to be submitted for approval . Sub-contractors (electrical, plumbing,
and heating/air conditioning) are required to take out permits as required for their work. All
electrical, plumbing and heating/air conditioning are to be accomplished by licensed
contractors. Appropriate permits are available at the Building Inspection Department
office. Once permit isissued, construction must begin within 6 months or permit is
invalid.

2. Variousinspections are required during construction as follows:

Foundation I nspection - to be inspected prior to concrete being poured.
Elevation certificates on new construction must be approved prior to inspection of
the foundation. Trenches are to be prepared, forms erected, all exposed plumbing
pipes to be tar coated, steel tied in place and properly supported.

Framing I nspection -To be made after the building is roofed, all framing
completed and all bracingisin place and all pipes and vents are in place, all
electrical, plumbing and heating/air conditioning isinstalled and inspected. The
framing inspection is the last cover up inspection made.

Plumbing I nspection -The licensed plumbing contractor is to request all
appropriate inspections prior to covering.

Electrical Inspection -The licensed electrical contractor isto request all
appropriate inspections prior to covering.

Heating/air conditioning Inspection -The licensed heating/air conditioning
contractor isto request all appropriate inspections prior to covering.

Final I nspection -to be made after the building is completed and prior to
occupancy. Building final is made after all other finals are completed (electrical,
plumbing, &/c, etc).

Complete final inspections on all phases of the work are required before occupying the
structure, energizing electrical circuits, placing plumbing into service, etc. No work isto be
done on any part of abuilding or structure beyond the point indicated in each successive
inspection without first obtaining the approval of such work. Approval shal be madein the
form of a"green” tag issued by the proper inspector and will be left on the site.

All inspections are to be called in to the Inspection Department at 643-5946, 643-5944, 643-5947,
643-5948 or 645-5945 or placed in person at the Inspection Department. Inspections are made
during the hours of8:00 a.m. thru 4:00 p.m., Monday thru Friday.



REQUIREMENTS FOR APPLYING FOR RESIDENTIAL BUILDING PERMITS

TWO SETS OF PLANS MUST BE TURNED IN FOR REVIEW BY THE
INSPECTION DEPARTMENT. ONLY THE MINIMUM PLANS ARE LISTED.
OTHERS MAY BE REQUIRED DEPENDING ON THE EXTENT OF WORK.

Carports or patio cover

agbrwdNdE

Plot plan of the entire property showing placement of new structure.
Roof detail (if pre-fab, need engineering on all components)

Elevation (or side view).

Foundation (or support).

Engineered per windstorm, International Building Code and International
Residential Code.

Interior Remodel

1.

Floor plan with notes concerning all work that is to be done.

Room addition. patio enclosure

Plot plan of the entire property.

Floor plan of addition and the immediate adjacent areas of the house. Label al
room usages and denote all openings and all work to be done.

Typica wall section.

Roof plan and details. Show how new roof isto tie into existing roof.
Foundation plan and details of addition. If existing, note as such. Also note what
type of foundation the existing structure has.

Elevations (or side view) of each side of the house where there is a change.
Elevations are to show the entire existing house and the new addition as it will
appear once the addition is complete.

Engineered per windstorm, mc and IRC.

Second Story Addition

1. Same plans as required for room addition with the additional requirement of a

floor framing plan and foundation details.

Detached Buildings -Under 100 S.F~

Plot plan showing location of structure in relation to property lines and other buildings.



Storage Buildings -225 S.F. or less

1.
2.

= ©

11.

12.

Decks

Plot plan of entire property.

Composition shingles are required to be nailed and nails must penetrate through
sheath three quarters (3/4) of an inch. Six nails per 3 tab shingle or manufacturers
recommended installation procedure. Staples and staple guns are not allowed.
Minimum of 30 Ib. felt to cover roof decking. To prevent warping hurricane clips
must be installed three (3) per long side of roof decking and two (2) per short end.
Composition roof shingles shall not beinstalled on roofs with lessthan a4 in 12
pitch.

Roof decking will be 1/2," minimum plywood or OSB nailed 12" on center
minimum and 4" from comers.

Anchor bolts must be 5/8" x 9" with 6" embedment and be on 4' centers with full
nut of thread and 2 x 2 x 1/8" sq. galvanized washer. Anchor bolts must be within
12" of all ends and comers.

Storage building with 8' or larger doors are considered garages and must have a
designed anchor bolt layout per windstorm.

Wall studs must be on sixteen (16) inch centers. All headers and studs shall be #3
utility or stud grade lumber or equivalent.

All studs, joists, rafters from ridge to bottom plate must have hurricane clips.

All storage buildings must have collar ties on every other rafter.

. Wood skid storage buildings must be anchored into ground with a minimum 2'

long screw anchor on all corners and every six (6) feet. They must be wrapped
around building or nailed to outer floor joist and sill.

Exterior of storage building must be wrapped entirely with 7/16" plywood or
OSB.

Final inspection of building is required to meet building code.

-over 36" high only

NP

Plot plan of entire property.
Foundation plan with details.
Construction and flooring details.



INFORMATION FOR DRIVEWAY CURB CUT

PERMIT IS NECESSARY: When a driveway, or curb & gutter is constructed,
reconstructed, repaired on City R.O.W.

Use For all Proposed Driveways On Curbed
Type Streets
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OUT ONE (1') PAST RADIUS

Note: Curb to be dug out one

. 1’) PAST RADIUS.
Concrete not to impede water flow of (1)

gutter line

1. Dirt or Fill shall be excavated onefoot (1') past backside of curb & to bottom edge of concrete.

2. Driveways shall be constructed with portland cement concrete, 5 sack cement per cubic yard, 6" thick,
from curb line to property line & be reinforced with minimum 5/8" Def. Steel bars @ 24" c-c each way
with 10" laps, or equivalent steel area.

3. Curb & gutter shall be constructed of Portland cement concrete.
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CITY OF TEXASCITY
PROCEDURES FOR GAS LINE OR GAS TEST INSPECTIONS

1. A permit must be taken out before an inspection will be madeon agasline. A
homeowner may obtain a permit for their homestead. Plumbing work on rent
property or commercial property must be done by alicensed and bonded
plumbing contractor. The fee for the permit is $15.00. Permit is obtained from the
Inspection Department at City Hall Annex, 928 -5th Avenue North.

2. Gaslines may be of galvanized or black pipe; however, it must be either wrapped
or coated. Plastic pipe made for gas lines may be used underground. (Water. pipe
cannot be used for gaslines). Any pipe above ground must be galvanized. Plastic
lines must have a#14 insulated tracer wire on top of the pipe from riser to riser.

3. A wall service shut off valveisrequired at every opening. Turn off gasat al
wall service, valves and to every appliance. (Range, water heater, dryer, central
heat, etc.) .

4. Oncethelineisrepaired a gauge must be put on the line with air pressure. This
gauge must have 15 pounds of air pressure holding on the line when the inspection
ismade. THE INSPECTOR DOESNOT FURNISH THE GAUGE AND
DOESNOT PUT THE TEST ON THE LINE. This must be done by the
homeowner or plumber.

5. After theline has been holding for 2 hours, call the Inspection Department at
(409) 643-5946 for inspection.

6. After the inspection is made the inspector will leave a green tag on the line stating
that it has passed inspection. The Inspection Department will notify the gas
company that the line has been inspected; however, the homeowner or plumber
must also notify the gas company and they will bring the meter back. Their
phone number is 409/935-2468.

NOTE: All houses or buildingsthat have been vacant for six (6) monthsor more
must have a gastest on theline before the gas meter will beinstalled. Thisis by
mutual agreement between Center Point Energy and the City of Texas City.

Green tagisvalid for thirty (30) daysonly. If serviceis not connected by then the
permit and inspection process will haveto be repeated.






CITY OF TEXAS
PROPER WATER HEATER  |NSPECTION DEPARTMENT

INSTALLATION
1

10.

Vent shall extend a minimum of 18" above the roof ' surface,
through a flashing, and terminate in an approved or listed vent
cap. Overal vent height must be minimum 5 ft.

Venting system shall consist of approved chimney, Type B
Vent or aventing assembly which is an integral part of alisted
appliance.

The draft hood shall be properly instal1ed and must be the
draft hood designed for the water heater.

A fullway valve shall be installed on the cold water supply to
each water heater. If copper and any dissimilar metallic tank
or piping. (Flexible water heater connections may be used as a
dielectric break).

Each water heater shall have atemperature and pressure relief
valve properly installed according to manufacturer, and
discharged outside the building. The discharge line shall not be
smaller than the relief valve outlet, and shall be of galvanized
steel, hard drawn copper piping the first 10 ft. on all new
construction and existing two-story structures. CPVC is
acceptable on single-story, retrofit only after the first 10ft.

T&P shall discharge downward, and terminate 6" from grade.

Water heater in an attic or furred space shal beinstalled in a
water-tight pan with al Il outlet and afull sizedrain line
discharged outside the building.

Gas valve shal be AGA approved and accessible. Connector
may be ridged, black or galvanized pipe with aunion or a
listed AGA flexible connector. Electric water heaters shall
have a means of disconnect at the heater.

All gasfired water heatersinstalled in agarage or in a closet
opening into agarage, shall be at least 18" above the floor
level to any flame. Attic installations shall have a 24” walkway
and be within 20 ft. of attic access opening.

the floor level.

All fuel-burning water heaters shall be supplied with an
adequate supply of combustion air, in accordance with the
1997 SBCCI Mechanical Code.






