
18 Propositions for City Charter Amendments  

Texas City City Charter Amendments 

VOTE Tuesday, November 5, 2019 

The Texas City City Commission on September 5, 2018, created a City 

Charter Review Committee to review the City Charter for the City of 

Texas City.  The original Charter was created in 1946 and amended 

only once in 1995.  On November 5, 2019, the citizens of Texas City 

will have an opportunity to vote on 18 amendments to the City Charter. 

What is a City Charter? 

A City Charter is like the Constitution of the United States.  It is the 

outline of how the City Government is to govern and operate; it can 

only be changed by a majority of those qualified voters voting in an 

election specifically stating the changes of the City Charter.  

What is a City Charter Amendment Election? 

It is a Special Election to consider revisions or changes to the City 

Charter. 

How were the City Charter Amendments selected? 

The City Charter Review Committee were thirteen individuals of mixed 

demographics to represent fairly the population of Texas City.  A 

consultant, who is an expert in city charters and Texas State laws with 

respect to city charters, was selected to work with the City Charter 

Review Committee. 



The entire City Charter was reviewed and the consultant and members 

of the committee raised questions, concerns, etc. about the City Charter 

and discussed how each issue raised should be handled and worded.  

The City Charter Review Committee met in posted meetings open to 

the public between December 10, 2018 and March 25, 2019.  Once the 

wording and intent of various changes were decided and agreed upon 

by the City Charter Review Committee, the amendments were recom-

mended to the City Commission.  The City Commission reviewed the 

changes and discussed the items with the Chair of the City Charter Re-

view Committee in a Public Meeting on April 17.  The City Commis-

sion then considered revisions, additions, or deletions to the recommen-

dations and chose to accept as presented all recommended amendments.  

On July 17th, the City Commission chose to add one more amendment 

to specifically have the City Secretary selection under the authority of 

the Mayor as the Chief Executive Officer of the City. 

Residents are encouraged to review the items in advance and edu-

cate themselves on the propositions before early voting begins on 

October 22, 2019. 

  Charter Amendment Propositions 

Who are the members of the City Charter Review 

Committee? 

Aric Owens 

Dedrick Johnson 

Carlos Garza 

Jenny Senter 

Tracy Tarpey 

Brian Clark 

Bob Senter                                                        

Mark Ciavaglia 

 

Jose Boix 

Lupe Cantu 

Thelma Bowie 

Frank Mistretta 

Denise O’Brien 

Don Edmunds– Consultant 

Phil Roberts - City Commission 

Liason - Non-voting member 



  Charter Amendment Propositions 

PROPOSITION A 

Shall the third sentence Article I, Section 3 of the City Charter relating to the 

boundaries of the city be amended and read as follows? 

The city commission may by ordinance annex territory adjacent to the city, 

subject to the procedural rules prescribed by the laws of the State of Texas. 

 

ARTICLE I. INCORPORATION, POWERS AND TERRITORY 

SECTION 3.  BOUNDARIES OF THE CITY 

   The boundaries of the city shall be the same as have been heretofore 

established and now exist and those boundaries established and changed 

hereafter in all annexation and disannexation proceedings of the city, filed in 

the office of the city secretary. 

   The city commission may by ordinance annex territory adjacent to the city, 

[with or without the consent of the owners or inhabitants of the annexed 

territory, and] subject to the procedural rules prescribed by the laws of the state 

of Texas. 

   The city commission, after a public hearing and a majority vote of the 

commission, may by ordinance pursuant to state law and this Charter disannex 

any property lying within and adjacent to the boundary limits of the city and 

lying adjacent to the city limits. 

Explanatory Note/ Charter Impact: Annexation without the consent of 

property owners is invariably controversial and is severely limited in state law, 

and in some cases prohibited by state law. The Charter Committee felt that this 

general reference is problematic and should  be eliminated. 

PROPOSITION B 

Shall Article II, Section 5 of the City Charter relating to the salaries of the 

mayor and commissioners be adjusted to read as follows? 

The salary of the mayor shall be fixed by the commission not to exceed one 

thousand, five hundred dollars per month. The salary of each commissioner 

shall be fixed by the commission not to exceed five hundred dollars per month. 

ARTICLE II.  GOVERNING BODY 

SECTION 5.  SALARIES OF MAYOR AND COMMISSIONERS. 
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   The salary of the mayor shall be fixed by the commission not to exceed [five 

hundred] one thousand, five hundred dollars per month. The salary of each 

commissioner shall be fixed by the commission not to exceed [one hundred] 

five hundred dollars per month. 

Explanatory Note/ Charter Impact: Compensation for  members of the 

commission has not been increased since the original home rule charter was 

adopted, now 73 years ago.  The adjustments proposed are still considerably 

less than the ever-increasing consumer price index in the intervening period 

might suggest. 

PROPOSITION C 

Shall Article III, Section 2 of the City Charter be amended to insert the 

sentence “The mayor shall serve as the chief executive officer of the city.” and 

to read as follows? 

“… The mayor shall preside at meetings of the commission and shall exercise 

such other powers and perform such other duties as are or may be conferred 

and imposed upon him/her by this charter and the ordinances of the city.  The 

mayor shall serve as the chief executive officer of the city.  He/she shall be 

recognized as the head of the city government for all ceremonial purposes, by 

the courts for serving civil processes, and by the governor for purposes of 

military law.” 

 

ARTICLE III.  PROCEDURES OF THE COMMISSION; 

LEGISLATION 

SECTION 2.  MAYOR AND MAYOR PRO TEM. 

   At the first regular meeting after every election, held for the purpose of 

electing new city commissioners, the members of the city commission shall 

elect one of their members to serve as mayor pro tem, and he/she shall perform 

all the duties of the mayor in his/her absence or disability. The mayor shall 

preside at meetings of the commission and shall exercise such other powers 

and perform such other duties as are or may be conferred and imposed upon 

him/her by this charter and the ordinances of the city.  The mayor shall serve 

as the chief executive officer of the city.  He/she shall be recognized as the 

head of the city government for all ceremonial purposes, by the courts for 

serving civil processes, and by the governor for purposes of military law.  

   In the time of public danger or emergency, the mayor shall take command of 

the police, maintain order and enforce the law. If a vacancy occurs in the office 

of mayor, or in the case of his absence or disability, the mayor pro tem shall act  
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as mayor until a successor is elected or appointed and has qualified.  

Explanatory Note/ Charter Impact:  This is customar ily standard 

language in charters of home rule cities with mayor-commission systems. This 

amendment is further necessary for clarification of various other sections that 

follow in city’s charter.   

PROPOSITION D 

Shall the beginning of the third sentence of Article III, Section 8 of the City 

Charter relating to the publication of ordinances be amended by deleting the 

word “Every…” and inserting “The caption of every…” so that the third 

sentence read as follows? 

The caption of every ordinance imposing any penalty, fine, or forfeiture shall, 

after passage thereof, be published in one issue of the official paper; and proof 

of such publication shall be made by the printer or publisher of such paper, 

making affidavit before some officer authorized by law to administer oaths, 

and filed with the person performing the duties of city secretary and said 

affidavit shall be prima facie evidence of such publication and promulgation of 

such ordinance in courts of the state; and such ordinance so published shall 

take effect, and be in force, from and after ten days after publication thereof, 

unless otherwise expressly provided. 

 

ARTICLE III.  PROCEDURES OF THE COMMISSION; 

LEGISLATION 

SECTION 8.  AUTHENTIFICATION AND PUBLICATION OF 

ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS. 

   Upon its final passage, each ordinance or resolution shall be authenticated by 

the signatures of the mayor and of the city secretary and shall be systematically 

recorded in a manner approved by the commission. Any ordinance may also be 

authenticated by the signatures of the city secretary and three members of the 

commission.  [Every]  The caption of every ordinance imposing any penalty, 

fine, or forfeiture shall, after passage thereof, be published in one issue of the 

official paper; and proof of such publication shall be made by the printer or  

publisher of such paper, making affidavit before some officer authorized by 

law to administer oaths, and filed with the person performing the duties of city 

secretary and said affidavit shall be prima facie evidence of such publication 

and promulgation of such ordinance in courts of the state; and such ordinance 

so published shall take effect, and be in force, from and after ten days after 

publication thereof, unless otherwise expressly provided. Ordinances not 

required to be published shall take effect, and be in force, from and after the  
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passage, unless otherwise provided. 

 

Explanatory Note/ Charter Impact: Brings this section in line with state 

law and is considerably more economical for the City.   

PROPOSITION E 

Shall Article IV, Section 3 of the City Charter relating to the filing fees for 

mayoral and other commission candidates be amended to read as follows? 

Any qualified voter under Article II, Section 2 of the city desiring to have his/

her name placed upon the official ballot for any election may do so by filing 

with the city secretary a written request for that purpose, signed by himself, at 

least thirty days prior to the date of said election; provided however, all such 

persons shall pay to the city secretary a filing fee of twenty-five dollars at the 

time at filing his/her request. 

 

ARTICLE IV. NOMINATIONS AND ELECTIONS 

SECTION 3. NOMINATIONS 

   Any qualified voter under Article II, Section 2 of the city desiring to have 

his/her name placed upon the official ballot for any election may do so by 

filing with the city secretary  a written request for that purpose, signed by 

himself, at least thirty days prior to the date of said election; provided however, 

[if such person desires to have his/her name placed upon the ballot for the 

office of mayor such person shall pay to the city secretary a filing fee of twenty

-five dollars at the time of filing written request, and if such person desires to 

have his/her name placed upon the ballot for the office of commissioner such 

person shall pay to the city secretary a filing fee of fifteen dollars at the time of 

filing written request]  all such persons shall pay to the city secretary a filing 

fee of twenty-five dollars at the time at filing his/her request.  [All filing fees 

paid to the city shall be used to defray, in whole or in part, the expense of 

holding the election.] 

Explanatory Note Charter Impact: The cur rent filing fees for  mayoral 

candidates ($25.00) and for other commission candidates ($15.00) is 

considered to be inequitable and unnecessary. All such fees are simply treated 

as general fund revenues and are not, in actuality, seen as defraying election 

costs.  



PROPOSITION F 

Shall Article V. Section 2 of the City Charter relating to a Recall Election be 

amended by amending the second sentence to be in accordance with state law 

so that the second sentence of Section 2 reads as follows? 

If the member of the commission whose removal is sought does not resign 

within five days after such notice, the commission shall thereupon fix a day for 

holding a recall election as provided in state law. 

ARTICLE V. RECALL 

SECTION 2.  RECALL ELECTION ORDERED 

   If a recall petition, or amended petition as defined in Article VIII, Section 3, 

shall be certified by the city secretary to be sufficient the city secretary shall at 

once submit it to the commission with the city secretary’s certificate to that 

effect and notify the member whose removal is sought of such action. If the 

member of the commission whose removal is sought does not resign within 

five days after such notice, the commission shall thereupon fix a day for 

holding a recall election as provided in state law.  [Any such election shall be 

held not less than forty-five nor more than sixty days after the petition has been 

presented to the commission, and at the same time as any other special or 

general election held within such period; but if no such election is to be held  

within such period, the commission shall call a special election to be held 

within the time aforesaid.] 

   In case of a recall election for a district commissioner, only qualified voters 

residing in the subject commissioner’s district shall be eligible to vote in the 

recall election. 

Explanatory Note/ Charter Impact: The language proposed to be deleted 

has been outdated by changes in state law that restrict home rule cities from 

holding elections except on two uniform election dates each year in May and 

November. 
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PROPOSITION G 

Shall Article IX. Section 1 of the City Charter as it relates to the City Attorney 

be amended to delete the words “and/or chief executive officer” in subsection 

3, to insert subsection (8) and to insert the sentence “Upon recommendation of 

the city attorney, the commission shall be authorized to employ special counsel 

to assist the city attorney in important legal matters or to represent the city in 

any legal matter” in the second to last paragraph? 

The head of the department of law shall be the city attorney who shall be 

appointed by the commission. The city attorney shall be an attorney at law    
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who shall have practiced in the State of Texas for at least three years. The city 

attorney shall be the chief legal adviser of and attorney for the city and all 

departments and offices thereof in matters relating to their official powers and 

duties. It shall be the city attorney’s duty, to: 

   (1)   perform all services incident to the department of law; 

   (2)   attend meetings of the commission whenever requested by the 

commission to do so; 

   (3)   give advice in writing when so requested by the commission, the mayor 

or the director of any department;   

   (4)   prosecute or defend, as the case may be, all suits or cases to which the 

city may be a party; 

   (5)   prosecute all offenses against the ordinances of the city and for such 

offenses against the laws of the state as may be required by law; 

   (6)   prepare all contracts, bonds, and other instruments in writing in which 

the city is concerned, or to endorse approval of the form and correctness 

thereof; 

  (7)   perform such other duties of a legal nature as the commission may by 

ordinance require; 

  (8)  prepare a written report for the attention and appropriate action of the 

commission, first  in 2025 and thereafter at intervals not exceeding five years 

as to the need for revision of this charter, with special attention given to 

conflicts, if any, between the charter and state law and recommending such 

amendments to the charter as may seem necessary for legal, administrative, or 

other reasons.    

In addition to the duties imposed upon the city attorney by this charter or 

required by ordinance or resolution of the commission, the city attorney shall 

perform any duties imposed by law upon the chief legal officer of 

municipalities. 

   Upon recommendation of the city attorney, the commission shall be 

authorized to employ special counsel to assist the city attorney in important 

legal matters or to represent the city in any legal matter.  Any special counsel 

appointed by the city attorney shall be subject to the confirmation of the city 

commission in advance of any such appointment. 

Administratively, the city attorney shall report to the chief executive officer or 

his/her designated representative.  
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    ARTICLE IX. LEGAL DEPARTMENT 

SECTION 1. CITY ATTORNEY; QUALIFICATIONS 

The head of the department of law shall be the city attorney who shall be 

appointed by the commission. The city attorney shall be an attorney at law who 

shall have practiced in the State of Texas for at least three years. The city 

attorney shall be the chief legal adviser of and attorney for the city and all 

departments and offices thereof in matters relating to their official powers and 

duties. It shall be the city attorney’s duty, to: 

   (1)   perform all services incident to the department of law; 

   (2)   attend meetings of the commission whenever requested by the 

commission to do so; 

   (3)   give advice in writing when so requested by the commission, the mayor, 

[and/or chief executive officer] or the director of any department;  

   (4)   prosecute or defend, as the case may be, all suits or cases to which the 

city may be a party; 

   (5)   prosecute all offenses against the ordinances of the city and for such 

offenses against the laws of the state as may be required by law; 

   (6)   prepare all contracts, bonds, and other instruments in writing in which 

the city is concerned, or to endorse approval of the form and correctness 

thereof; [and] 

   (7)   perform such other duties of a legal nature as the commission may by 

ordinance require; 

   (8)  prepare a written report for the attention and appropriate action of the 

commission, first in 2025 and thereafter at intervals not exceeding five years 

as to the need for revision of this charter, with special attention given to 

conflicts, if any, between the charter and state law and recommending such 

amendments to the charter as may seem necessary for legal, administrative, 

or other reasons.        

    In addition to the duties imposed upon the city attorney by this charter or 

required by ordinance or resolution of the commission, the city attorney shall 

perform any duties imposed by law upon the chief legal officer of 

municipalities.  

    [The commission shall be authorized to employ special counsel to assist the 

city attorney in important legal matters or to represent the city in any legal 

matter in which the city attorney is disqualified.]  Upon recommendation of the 

city attorney, the commission shall be authorized to employ special counsel 

to assist the city attorney in important legal matters or to represent the city in      



any legal matter.  Any special counsel appointed by the city attorney shall be 

subject to the confirmation of the city commission in advance of any such  

appointment. 

Administratively, the city attorney shall report to the chief executive officer or 

his/her designated representative. 

Explanatory Note/ Charter Impact: (a) The “and-or” reference in subsection 

(3) is a confusion that suggests that the mayor and the chief executive officer 

could be two different persons, contrary to basic provisions in the charter.  (b) 

To assure that the overall condition of the charter is periodically reviewed by 

the commission, it is considered appropriate to formally assign that 

responsibility to the city attorney.   

PROPOSITION H 

Shall the first sentence of Article XI. Section 1 of the City Charter be amended 

by deleting the words “the chief executive officer and or person” and  to read 

as follows? 

There shall be a department of finance, the director of which shall be 

appointed by the chief executive officer and confirmed by a majority of the city 

commission. 

 

ARTICLE XI.  FINANCE ADMINISTRATION 

SECTION 1.  DIRECTOR OF FINANCE 

   There shall be a department of finance, the director of which shall be [the 

chief executive officer or a person] appointed by the chief executive officer 

and confirmed by a majority of the city commission. The director of finance 

shall have knowledge of municipal accounting and taxation and shall have had 

experience in budgeting and financial control. 

Explanatory Note/ Charter Impact: It is the feeling of the Char ter  

Committee that due to the growth in size and complexity of the city since the 

adoption of the original charter that it would be impractical for the mayor to 

opt to be the director of finance.  

Charter Amendment Propositions 

PROPOSITION I 

Shall the second to last sentence of Article XI. Section 5 of the City Charter 

which requires the chief executive officer to file or cause to be filed an ap-

proved copy of the city’s budget and all amendments thereto to be filed in the  
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 the office of the county clerk of Galveston County and with Texas State 

Comptroller be deleted in its entirety?  

ARTICLE XI.  FINANCE ADMINISTRATION 

SECTION 5.  BUDGET HEARING 

   The city commission shall each year provide for a public hearing on such 

budget, which hearing shall take place on some date to be fixed by the city 

commission not less than fifteen days subsequent to the time such budget is 

filed as provided in this section, and prior to the time the city commission 

makes its tax levy. Public notice of the hour, date and place of such hearing 

shall be given by the city commission by publication in the official newspaper 

for at least two issues immediately preceding the date of said hearing, and any 

taxpayer of the city shall have the right to be present and participate in such 

hearing. At the conclusion of such hearing, the budget as prepared by the 

finance department shall be acted upon by the city commission. The city 

commission shall have the authority to make such changes in the budget as in 

their judgment the law warrants and the best interest of the taxpayers of the 

city demand. When the budget has been finally approved by the city 

commission, the budget as so approved shall be filed with the city secretary 

and taxes levied only in accordance therewith, and no expenditure of the funds 

of the city shall thereafter be made except in strict compliance with such 

adopted budget, except that in case of grave public necessity, emergency 

expenditures to meet unusual and unforeseen conditions, which could not, by 

reasonably diligent thought and attention, have been included in the original 

budget, may from time to time be authorized by the city commission, as 

amendments to the original budget In all cases where such amendment to the 

original budget is made, a copy of the order or resolution of the city 

commission amending such budget shall be filed with the city secretary and 

attached to the budget originally adopted. [Immediately after the adoption of 

said budget, and all amendments thereto, the chief executive officer shall file 

or cause to be filed, a true copy of said approval budget, and all amendments 

thereto, in the office of the county clerk of Galveston County, Texas, and with 

the state comptroller at Austin, Texas.] In the preparation of the budget, the 

chief executive officer shall have the authority to require the heads of all 

departments to furnish such information as may be necessary for the chief 

executive officer to have in order that the budget covering the expenditures of 

the city may be properly prepared. 

Explanatory Note/ Charter Impact: The proposed deletion is not required 

by state law.  



PROPOSITION J 

Shall the last sentence of Article XI. Section 13 of the City Charter which 

requires upon the completion of the annual audit be published in the official 

newspaper be deleted in its entirety? 

ARTICLE XI. FINANCE ADMINISTRATION 

SECTION 13.  ANNUAL AUDIT 

   As soon as practicable after the close of each fiscal year, an independent 

audit shall be made of all accounts of the city government and corporations 

established by the city. The certified public accountants, appointed by the 

commission, shall have no personal interest, directly or indirectly, in the 

financial affairs of the city or any of its officers. The scope of the audit shall 

require a limited review of city-owned property and the results shall be 

reported with each annual audited financial report.  [Upon completion of the 

annual audit, the combined balance sheet thereof shall be published in the 

official newspaper of the city within thirty (30) days of commission acceptance 

of such audit.]  Copies of all audits shall be placed on file with the city’s public 

library, the director of finance and the city secretary. 

Explanatory Note/ Charter Impact: The proposed deletion is not required 

by state law.  

Charter Amendment Propositions 

PROPOSITION K 

Shall Article XIV of the City Charter be amended to delete the requirement for 

the mayor to be a member of the City Planning Board and to read as follows?  

The commission may at any time after the adoption of this charter establish 

and maintain a city planning board of five members to serve without 

compensation and to have such powers and duties as the commission may 

prescribe relative to city planning in accordance with state law. The 

commission by duly enacted ordinance may increase the specified number of 

board members Two of the members of the planning board shall also be 

members of the city commission, who shall be appointed by the commission 

upon the recommendation of the mayor.  Each member appointed shall be 

appointed for a term of four years. Any vacancy in and during the unexpired 

term of an appointed member shall be filled by the commission upon 

recommendation of the mayor. The chief executive officer shall provide the 

planning board with the necessary clerical help, office equipment, and 

supplies. 
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ARTICLE XIV.  CITY PLANNING BOARD  

SECTION 1.  CITY PLANNING BOARD ESTABLISHMENT, 

MEMBERSHIP DUTIES, AND TERMS 

   The commission may at any time after the adoption of this charter establish 

and maintain a city planning board of five members to serve without 

compensation and to have such powers and duties as the commission may 

prescribe relative to city planning in accordance with state law. The 

commission by duly enacted ordinance may increase the specified number of 

board members. [One of the members of the planning board shall be the 

mayor, another shall be a member of the commission designated by the 

commission upon recommendation of the mayor.] Two of the members of the 

planning board shall also be members of the city commission, who shall be 
appointed by the commission upon the recommendation of the mayor.  Each 

member appointed shall be appointed for a term of four years. Any vacancy in 

and during the unexpired term of an appointed member shall be filled by the 

commission upon recommendation of the mayor. The chief executive officer 

shall provide the planning board with the necessary clerical help, office 

equipment, and supplies. 

Explanatory Note/ Charter Impact: The cur rent char ter  language 

mandates, with the word “shall,” that the mayor is to serve personally as one of 

two members of the commission on this board.  The proposed language 

eliminates that mandate, although it does not preclude the mayor from 

appointing himself, with the concurrence of the commission. 

PROPOSITION L 

Shall the title of Article XIV of the City Charter be amended to include “City 

Zoning Commission” to insert Section 2 in Article XIV and to read as follows?  

 

ARTICLE XIV.  CITY PLANNING BOARD AND CITY ZONING 

COMMISSION 

SECTION 2.  CITY ZONING COMMISSION ESTABLISHMENT,  

MEMBERSHIP, DUTIES, AND TERMS 

    The commission may at any time after the adoption of this Charter establish 

and maintain a city zoning commission of five members to serve without 

compensation and to have such powers and duties as the commission may 

prescribe relative to city zoning in accordance with state law.  The commission 

by duly enacted ordinance may increase the specified number of board 

members.  Members of the board shall be appointed by the commission, upon  
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the recommendation of the mayor.  Each member appointed shall be appointed 

for a term of two years.  Any vacancy in and during the unexpired term of an 

appointed member shall be filled by the commission upon recommendation of 

the mayor.  The chief executive officer shall provide the zoning commission 

with the necessary help, office equipment, and supplies. 

  

ARTICLE XIV.  CITY PLANNING BOARD AND  

CITY ZONING COMMISSION 

SECTION 2.  CITY ZONING COMMISSION ESTABLISHMENT, 

MEMBERSHIP, DUTIES, AND TERMS 

    The commission may at any time after the adoption of this Charter establish 

and maintain a city zoning commission of five members to serve without 

compensation and to have such powers and duties as the commission may 

prescribe relative to city zoning in accordance with state law.  The commission 

by duly enacted ordinance may increase the specified number of board 

members.  Members of the board shall be appointed by the commission, upon 

the recommendation of the mayor.  Each member appointed shall be appointed 

for a term of two years.  Any vacancy in and during the unexpired term of an 

appointed member shall be filled by the commission upon recommendation of 

the mayor.  The chief executive officer shall provide the zoning commission 

with the necessary help, office equipment, and supplies. 

Explanatory Note/ Charter Impact: Many home rule char ter s provide for  

a combined planning and zoning commission, while others have separate 

bodies for these functions, but almost all of them provide in their charters for 

zoning one way or another. This is not currently the case in Texas City. 

PROPOSITION M 

Shall last sentence of Article XVII Section 9 of the City Charter be amended to 

delete the words “and of all public utility fixtures in the streets of…” and to 

read as follows? 

The city shall compile and maintain a public record of public utility franchises 

operating within the city. 

ARTICLE XVII.  PUBLIC UTILITIES AND FRANCHISES 

SECTION 9.  FRANCHISE RECORDS 

   Within six months after this charter takes effect every public utility and every 

owner of a public utility franchise shall file with the city, as may be prescribed  
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by ordinance, certified copies of all the franchises owned or claimed, or under 

which such utility is operated. The city shall compile and maintain a public 

record of public utility franchises [and of all public utility fixtures in the streets 

of] operating within the city. 

Explanatory Note/ Charter Impact:  The deleted language is an 

overstatement.   For a variety of reasons, such detailed information is not 

currently available to the city. 

PROPOSITION N 

Shall the first sentence of Article XVII, Section 11 of the City Charter as it 

relates to Public Utilities be amended to delete the word “telephone” and to 

read as follows?  

The commission shall have the power and shall be authorized to regulate, by 

ordinance, the rates and compensation to be charged by all persons, 

companies, or corporations, using the streets, alleys or public grounds of the 

City of Texas City, and engaged in furnishing water, gas, light, power, 

electricity or sewerage service to the public, and also to prescribe rules and 

regulations under which such commodities shall be furnished, and service 

rendered, and to fix penalties to enforce such charges, rules and regulations. 

ARTICLE XVII.  PUBLIC UTILITIES AND FRANCHISES 

SECTION 11.  PUBLIC UTILITIES 

   The commission shall have the power and shall be authorized to regulate, by 

ordinance, the rates and compensation to be charged by all persons, companies, 

or corporations, using the streets, alleys or public grounds of the City of Texas 

City, and engaged in furnishing water, gas, [telephone,] light, power, electricity 

or sewerage service to the public, and also to prescribe rules and regulations 

under which such commodities shall be furnished, and service rendered, and to 

fix penalties to enforce such charges, rules and regulations.  The governing 

body shall not prescribe any rate or compensation which will yield more than a 

fair return upon the fair value of the property used and useful in rendering such 

services to the public, but which return in no event shall ever exceed 8% per 

annum. 

Explanatory Note/ Charter Impact: State law has eliminated the ability of 

home rule cities to regulate telephone services. 
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PROPOSITION O 

Shall Article XVIII. Section 9 of the City Charter be amended to read as 

follows? 

   The property, real and personal, belonging to the city shall not be liable to 

be sold or appropriated under any writ of execution of cost bill; and no lien of 

any kind shall ever exist against any such property owned by the city except 

that the lien be created or authorized by this charter or state law. The funds 

belonging to the city in the hands of any person, firm or corporation, shall not 

be liable to garnishment; nor shall the city be liable to garnishment on account 

of any debt it may owe for funds or property it may have on hand or owing to 

any person. Neither the city nor any of its officers or agents shall be required 

to answer any writ of garnishment on any account whatever. The city shall not 

be obligated to recognize any assignment of wages or funds by its employees, 

agents, or contractors, except as required by state or federal law. 

 

ARTICLE XVIII.  MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS 

SECTION 9.  PROVISION RELATING TO ASSIGNMENT, 

EXECUTION AND GARNISHMENT 

   The property, real and personal, belonging to the city shall not be liable to be 

sold or appropriated under any writ of execution of cost bill; and no lien of any 

kind shall ever exist against any such property owned by the city except that 

the lien be created or authorized by this charter or state law. The funds 

belonging to the city in the hands of any person, firm or corporation, shall not 

be liable to garnishment; nor shall the city be liable to garnishment on account 

of any debt it may owe for funds or property it may have on hand or owing to 

any person. Neither the city nor any of its officers or agents shall be required to 

answer any writ of garnishment on any account whatever. The city shall not be 

obligated to recognize any assignment of wages or funds by its employees, 

agents, or contractors, except as required by state or federal law. 

Explanatory Note/ Charter Impact:  The proposed additional language is 

necessary as a result of certain changes in state and federal law and certain 

court decisions.   

PROPOSITION P 

Shall Article XVIII. Section 16 of the City Charter be amended to read as fol-

lows?  



 Charter Amendment Propositions 

All boards and commissions established in this charter shall meet at least once 

quarterly and submit the minutes of their meetings to the city commission. All 

meetings shall be held in accordance with Article III, Section 1 of this charter. 

The need for other boards, committees and commissions appointed by the city 

commission will be reviewed annually by the chief executive officer, and 

appropriate recommendation for their continuance made to the city 

commission. 

ARTICLE XVIII.  MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS 

SECTION 16.  MEETINGS OF BOARDS, COMMITTEES AND 

COMMISSIONS 

   All [permanent] boards [, committees] and commissions established in this 

charter [or by the city commission] shall meet at least once quarterly and 

submit the minutes of their meetings to the city commission. All meetings shall 

be held in accordance with Article III, Section 1 of this charter. The need for 

other boards, committees and commissions appointed by the city commission 

will be reviewed annually by the chief executive officer, and appropriate 

recommendation for their continuance made to the city commission. 

Explanatory Note/ Charter Impact: The proposed deletions are intended 

to clarify the provision. 

PROPOSITION Q 

Shall Article XVIII. Section 20 of the City Charter as it relates to the February 

16th, 1946 Submission Of Original Charter To Electors be deleted in its 

entirety?  

ARTICLE XVIII.  MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS 

SECTION 20.  SUBMISSION OF ORIGINAL CHARTER TO 

ELECTORS 

   [This Charter shall be submitted to the qualified voters of the City of Texas 

City at an election to be held for that purpose on the 16th day of February, 

1946, and if a majority of the qualified voters voting in such election shall vote 

in favor of the adoption of this Charter, it shall become the Charter of the City 

of Texas City, and after the returns have been canvassed, the same shall be 

declared adopted and the city commission shall file an official copy of the 

Charter with the records of the city. The commission shall furnish the mayor a 

copy of said Charter, which copy of the Charter as adopted, authenticated, and 

certified by his signature and the seal of the city, shall be forwarded by the 

mayor to the secretary of state of the State of Texas and shall show the  



Charter Amendment Propositions 

approval of such Charter by a majority vote of the qualified voters voting at 

such election. 

   In not less than thirty days prior to such election the city commission shall 

cause the city secretary to mail a copy of this Charter to each qualified voter of 

the City of Texas City.] 

Explanatory Note/ Charter Impact: This Section is no longer  ger mane to 

the City’s current charter. 

PROPOSITION R 

Shall Article III. Section 3 of the City Charter as it relates to the appointment 

of the City Secretary be amended to require the Chief Executive Officer to 

appoint the city secretary and read as follows? 

The Chief Executive Officer shall appoint a city secretary who shall hold his/

her office at the pleasure of and report to the Chief Executive Officer or his/

her designee. 

 

ARTICLE III.  PROCEDURES OF THE COMMISSION; 

LEGISLATION 

SEC. 3 CITY SECRETARY 

   The commission shall appoint a city secretary, who shall hold his/her office 

at the pleasure of the commission. 

Explanatory Note/ Charter Impact: Provides a more modern statement of 

oversight that is in line with current practice.  

 

CONSTITUTIONAL ELECTION DAY LOCATIONS NOVEMBER 5, 2019 

Joe Faggard Community Center - 1750 Highway 87 Crystal Beach, TX 77650 

Galveston County Courthouse - 722 Moody St. Galveston, TX 77550 

GISD Administration Bldg. - 3904 Avenue T Galveston, TX 77551 

MUD 12 Building - 2929 Hwy. 6 Bayou Vista, TX 77563 

Carver Park Community Center - 6415 Park Ave Texas City, TX 77591 

Calvary Baptist Church - 517 18th Ave. N Texas City, TX 77590 

Bacliff Community Center 4503 11th St Bacliff, TX 77518 

  



EARLY VOTING BRANCH LOCATIONS NOVEMBER 5, 2019 

Galveston County Courthouse - 722 Moody St. Galveston, TX 77550 

Seaside Baptist Church  16534 Termini-San Luis Pass Rd. Jamaica Beach, TX 

77554 

GISD Administration Bldg. - 3904 Avenue T Galveston, TX 77551 

Greater St. Matthews Baptist Church 6333 Highway 6 Santa Fe, TX 77563 

Carver Park Community Center - 6415 Park Ave Texas City, TX 77591 

Bacliff Community Center 4503 11th St Bacliff, TX 77518 

Kemah Community Center 800 Harris Kemah, TX 77565 

North County Annex 174 Calder Rd. League City, TX 77573 

Moody Methodist Church 2803 53rd St. Galveston, TX 77551 

Joe Faggard Community Center - 1750 Highway 87 Crystal Beach, TX 77650 

MUD 12 Building - 2929 Hwy. 6 Bayou Vista, TX 77563 

West County Building 11730 Highway 6 Santa Fe, TX 77568 

Nessler Center 2010 5th Ave. N Texas City, TX 77590 

Dickinson Community Center  2714 Highway 3 Dickinson, TX 77539 

The Crossings 255 N. Egret Bay Blvd. League City, TX 77573 

Friendswood City Hall 910 S. Friendswood Dr. Friendswood, TX 77546 

Kemah Community Center 800 Harris Kemah, TX 77565 

Creekside Intermediate 4320 W. Main St. League City, TX 77573 

Friendswood City Hall 910 S. Friendswood Dr. Friendswood, TX 77546 

Rebecca Sealy Hospital 404 8th St. Classroom (1st floor) Galveston, TX 77555 

Moody Methodist Church 2803 53rd St. Galveston, TX 77551 

Seaside Baptist Church  16534 Termini-San Luis Pass Rd. Jamaica Beach, TX 

77554 

Greater St. Matthews Baptist Church 6333 Highway 6 Santa Fe, TX 77563 

West County Building 11730 Highway 6 Santa Fe, TX 77568 

La Marque Community Room 1109 B Bayou Rd. La Marque, TX 77568 

Nessler Center 2010 5th Ave. N Texas City, TX 77590 

Dickinson Community Center  2714 Highway 3 Dickinson, TX 77539 

The Crossings 255 N. Egret Bay Blvd. League City, TX 77573 

North County Annex 174 Calder Rd. League City, TX 77573 



VOTE Tuesday, November 5, 2019 

Election Day 

Nov. 5, 2019 

7 a.m.—7 p.m. 

      Early Voting 

Oct. 22-Nov. 2 

7 a.m.—7 p.m. 

Weekend Voting 

Oct. 26 & 27 

7 a.m.—7 p.m. 

  

Please take time to  

review and educate yourself  

about the proposed amendments  

before voting! www.TexasCitytx.gov 

Texas City City Charter Amendments 


